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Mission Statement  

Work to lower the fire death rate in the state, while being an ambassador for the West Virginia State 
Fire Marshal’s Office. 
 
Goals: 
The goal for the Statewide Public Fire Education Program is to focus resources where they matter most. 
This method of focused fire prevention will specifically target high-risk areas of the state with crucial fire 
prevention messages. While working with local fire departments, the goal is to accomplish the following 
in each of the targeted areas: 
 

• Provide resources to assure that all residential structures have working smoke alarms. 
• Provide local fire departments with resources to conduct door-to-door public education programs 

including offering home fire safety surveys. 
• Educate and promote what to do in the event of a fire. In particular, promote using escape plans 

and practicing exit drills. 
• Promote the public fire education messages that are specific to each community. 
• Establish community involvement and awareness about fire safety with local officials. 
• Provide outreach to high risk populations within the targeted areas. 
• Use local media and other technology to reach high risk targets. 

 
The majority of the public education topics used to support this program are from the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) publication titled, “NFPA Educational Messages Desk Reference.” These 
topics are introduced into monthly plans from existing state and local sources. The result is a 
comprehensive public fire education plan or guide for use by state and local officials. 
 
Please utilize the information provided within this guide to promote fire prevention and life safety 
measures.  
 
Fire in West Virginia  
The fire problem varies across the country. This can be a result of regional factors, such as climate, 
poverty, education and demographics. One of the most useful ways to compare fire fatalities across 
groups of people is to look at their relative risk of dying in a fire.  
 
The U.S. Fire Administration’s (USFA) recent report on “Relative Risk of Dying in a Fire by State” shows 
West Virginia has a relative risk of (2.2). Relative risk compares the per capita rate of a particular group 
to the overall per capita rate. Overall, people living in 25 states and the District of Columbia had a higher 
risk of dying in a fire in 2013 than the U.S. general population 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

JANUARY 2020 

Theme: Be warm and safe this winter 
 

Week 1 – Senior Safety – Check on your senior neighbors during cold weather 
 
Week 2 – Winter Weather 
 
Week 3 – Heating Hazards: Portable Heaters  
 
Week 4 – Manufactured Home Safety 

 
National Fire Service History 

• January 11, 1820 - GA Fire Damages 463 houses 
• January 13, 1908 - Rhodes Opera House Fire (170 deaths) 
• January 21, 1924 - PA Refinery Explodes (7 FF's Killed) 
• January 7, 1950 - Iowa Mercy Hospital Fire (41 deaths) 
• January 28, 1961 - Chicago Warehouse Wall Collapse (9 FF deaths) 
• January 30, 2014 - Kentucky family dies in a home fire started by baseboard heater (9 

deaths) 
 
West Virginia Fire Service History 
 On January 3, 1921, the State Capitol in Charleston was destroyed by fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Education Resources: 
  
Senior Safety 
At age 65, people are twice as likely to be killed or injured by fires compared to the population at large. 
And with our numbers growing every year - in the United States and Canada, adults age 65 and older make 
up about 12 percent of the population - it's essential to take the necessary steps to stay safe.  
 
Remembering When : A Fire and Fall Prevention Program for Older Adults, was developed by NFPA and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to help older adults live safely at home for as long as 
possible. The program is built around 16 key safety messages – eight fire prevention and eight fall 
prevention. 

 
Safety tips 
To increase fire safety for older adults, NFPA offers the following guidelines: 
•Keep it low 
If you don't live in an apartment building, consider sleeping in a room on the ground floor in order to 
make emergency escape easier. Make sure that smoke alarms are installed in every sleeping room and 
outside any sleeping areas. Have a telephone installed where you sleep in case of emergency. When 
looking for an apartment or high-rise home, look for one with an automatic sprinkler system. Sprinklers 
can extinguish a home fire in less time that it takes for the fire department to arrive. 
•Sound the alarm 
The majority of fatal fires occur when people are sleeping, and because smoke can put you into a deeper 
sleep rather than waking you, it´s important to have a mechanical early warning of a fire to ensure that 
you wake up. If anyone in your household is deaf or if your own hearing is diminished, consider installing 
a smoke alarm that uses a flashing light or vibration to alert you to a fire emergency. View a list of 
product manufacturers. 
•Do the drill 
Conduct your own, or participate in, regular fire drills to make sure you know what to do in the event of a 
home fire. If you or someone you live with cannot escape alone, designate a member of the household to 
assist, and decide on backups in case the designee isn't home. Fire drills are also a good opportunity to 
make sure that everyone is able to hear and respond to smoke alarms. 
•Open up 
Make sure that you are able to open all doors and windows in your home. Locks and pins should open 
easily from inside. (Some apartment and high-rise buildings have windows designed not to open.) If you 
have security bars on doors or windows, they should have emergency release devices inside so that they 
can be opened easily. These devices won't compromise your safety, but they will enable you to open the 
window from inside in the event of a fire. Check to be sure that windows haven't been sealed shut with 
paint or nailed shut; if they have, arrange for someone to break the seals all around your home or 
remove the nails. 
•Stay connected 
Keep a telephone nearby, along with emergency phone numbers so that you can communicate with 
emergency personnel if you're trapped in your room by fire or smoke. 

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Resources/Education-Programs/Remembering-When


  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Theme: Burn Awareness and Prevention 
 

Week 1 – Preventing Scalds & Burns  

Week 2 – Fire Safety for Children  

Week 3 – Kitchen Grease Fire Safety  

Week 4 – Candle with Care 

 
Events: 
 Fire Commission Meeting  
 West Virginia ESCAPe 2020 – Emergency Services Conference at Pipestem 
  

           
 
National Fire Service History 

• February 5, 1898 - Boston Building Collapse - 6 FF's Killed 
• February 7, 1904 - Great Baltimore Fire 
• February 13, 1909 - WI Wall Collapse kills 6 FF's 
• February 3, 1939 - NY Building Collapse 9 FF's Killed 
• February 16, 1955 - Baltimore Building Collapse Kills 6 FF's 
• February 14, 1958 - NY Building Collapse Kills 6 FF's 
• February 26, 1993 - World Trade Center Bombing 
• February 20, 2003 - RI Station Nightclub Fire (100 Deaths) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

MARCH 2020 

Theme: Change your clock, change your batteries 
 

Week 1 – Smoke alarms, change your clock, change your battery 

Week 2 – Fire Safety for Children  

Week 3 – Hoarding  

Week 4 – Home Escape Plan  

 

National Fire Service History: 
• March 17, 1890 - Bldg Collapse, IL (13 FFs Killed) 
• March 4, 1908 - School Fire - Ohio (174 deaths) 
• March 25, 1911 - Triangle Shirtwaist Fire, NY (145 deaths) 
• March 18, 1937 - School Explosion, TX (296 Deaths) 
• March 10, 1946 - Strand Theater Fire, MA (13 FFs killed) 
• March 26, 2014 - Boston Brownstone Fire (2 FFs killed) 

 
West Virginia Fire Service History: 

 Woolworth Fire, Charleston, WV  March 4, 1949 In total, seven Charleston Firefighters lost their 
lives in the blaze. Those men are: 
 • Frank Miller 
 • Freddie Summers 
 • James Paul (Jiggs) Little 
 • T. Frank Sharp 
 • Richard McCormick 
 • George Coates 
 • Emory Pauley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifteen additional firefighters were injured, including two who were critically injured: Capt. Charles 
Clendenin, who was overcome by smoke inhalation, and Carl Wiblin, who suffered severe burns. 



  



 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

APRIL 2020 

Theme: Only you can prevent forest fires 
 
 

Week 1 – Outdoor Burning  
 
Week 2 – Wildfire Preparedness 
 
Week 3 – Lightning Safety  
 
Week 4 – Pet Fire Safety  
 

 

National Fire Service History 
• April 25, 1854 - NY Bldg Collapse (11 FF's killed) 
• April 9, 1894 - Bldg Collapse, WI (6 FF's Killed) 
• April 12, 1908 - 2,800 Bldgs Burn, MA (17,000 homeless) 
• April 18,  1924 - Chicago Wall Collapse (8 FF's Killed) 
• April 20, 1926 - Milwaukee Sawdust Explosion (6 FF's Killed) 
• April 21, 1930 - Ohio Penitentiary fire (322 deaths) 
• April 22, 1940 - MS Rhythm Nightclub Fire (200+ deaths) 
• April 16, 1947 - Texas Ship & Plant Explosion (27 FF& 39 civilians killed) 
• April 4, 1956 - Wall Collapse, NY (6 FF's Killed) 
• April 19, 1995 - Oklahoma City Bombing (168 Killed) 
• April 17, 2013 - West Fertilizer Company Explosion (4 citizens, 11 FF’s killed) 

 
West Virginia Fire Service History  

• April 17th, 1924 – the town of Franklin burned, devastating the town’s business district. 
  

The Pendleton County seat of Franklin has flourished along the South Branch of the Potomac River since the 1790s. 
But on the evening of April 17, 1924, it suffered a severe setback when the town's business district was devastated 
by fire. 
 
The blaze started in the offices of the Pendleton Times newspaper and spread quickly after flames reached several 
barrels of gas and oil. The fire was difficult to fight because the town's reservoir was dry and, to make matters 
worse, strong winds fanned the flames and kept the fire raging. It's said the winds carried burning debris two and a 
half miles downriver, starting smaller blazes. The main fire burned out of control for a couple of hours before the 
winds shifted, forcing the flames towards the river. Some parts of the town continued to burn into the next day. 
 
By the time the fire had been completely extinguished, virtually all of Franklin's business district had been 
destroyed. None of the town's approximately 500 residents were killed, but 19 families were left homeless. 
Damages were estimated at a half million dollars. People in surrounding communities flocked to Franklin to view 
the ruins. There were so many visitors that town officials became concerned about looting and called in the state 
police for protection. 
 
Within a couple of days, Franklin rebounded. Tents were put up for shelter and one resident allowed his home to 
be used for public business. The post office was located in the basement of the home and the Farmers' Bank was set 
up in the living room. The Franklin Bank conducted business in the parsonage of a local church. The fire of 1924 
wrought much destruction in Franklin, but within six years, the town's business section had been completely 
rebuilt. (From WVCulture.org) 



 

 
 



  



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

MAY 2020 

Theme: Arson Awareness 
 

Week 1 – Arson Awareness 
 
Week 2 – Sky Lantern Information 
 
Week 3 – Building Safety 
 
Week 4 – Hotel/Motel Safety 
 
Events: 
 National Arson Awareness Week  
 WV Public Safety Expo May 8th-11th 
  

 

National Fire Service History 

• May 4, 1901 - Jacksonville FL Conflagration (1,700 buildings burn) 
• May 6, 1925 - Atlanta Floor Collapse (6 FF's Deaths) 
• May 28, 1977 – KY Beverly Hills Supper Club Fire (165 deaths) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

JUNE 2020 
Theme: Fire Safety and Safe Summer Fun 

 
 
Week 1:  Marina/Boating Electrical safety 
 
Week 2: Outdoor Grilling Safety 
 
Week 3: Campfire Safety 
 
Week 4: Fireworks Safety 
 
Events: 
Junior Firefighter Camp  
 
 
National Fire Service History 
• June 11, 1805 - Detroit, MI Destroyed by Conflagration 
• June 5, 1853 - Oswego, NY Great Fire 
• June 19, 1867 - Philadelphia Wall Collapse (9 FF deaths) 
• June 5, 1946 - Chicago LaSalle Hotel Fire (61 deaths) 
• June 17, 1972 - Boston Hotel Fire (9 FF's Killed) 
• June 7, 1997 - Chelsea, MA Conflagration (8 Alarms) 
• June 16, 2003 - Memphis Family Dollar Fire (2 FFs Killed) 
• June 18, 2007 – Charleston, SC Super Sofa Fire (9 FFs Killed) 
• June 30, 2013 - Arizona Wildfire (19 FFs Killed) 
 
West Virginia Fire Service History: 
 
June 5, 1915:  The Old Mill at Rock Springs Park in Chester burned, killing four young people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

JULY 2020 
Theme: Youth and Fireworks Safety 

 
Week 1: Kids and Fireworks Safety 
 
Week 2: Escape Planning 
 
Week 3: Pet Safety  
 
Week 4: Matches And Lighters 
 
Events: 

National Pet Fire Safety Day – July 15 
Fire Marshal's Office 111th Birthday/Anniversary – July 15th 

 
National Fire Service History: 
• July 12, 1919 - Philadelphia Bldg Collapse (6 FF Deaths) 
• July 6, 1944 - CT Circus Tent Fire (168 Deaths) 
• July 29, 1956 - TX Refinery Fire (19 FF's Killed) 
• July 5, 1973 - Kingman, AZ Gas Fire (12 FF's Killed) 
• July 23, 1984 - IL Refinery Fire (10 FF's Killed) 
• July 1, 1988 - Hackensack, NJ Collapse (5 FF's Killed) 
• July 6, 1994 - Storm King Mt Wildfire (14 FF's Died) 
 
WV Fire Service History: 

• July 23, 2015: Fire destroys historic buildings in Harper’s Ferry commercial district, causing millions of 
dollars in damages. Some of the buildings dated back to before the Civil War. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

AUGUST 2020 
Theme: Fire Safety for Seniors and Those with Disabilities 

 
 

Week 1: Emergency Preparedness for Older Adults 
 

Week 2:  Portable Oxygen and Smoking Dangers 
 

Week 3: Home Escape Planning 
 

Week 4: Fire Safety for Those with Disabilities 
 

Events: 
State Fire Marshal Annual Fire and Life Safety poster contest begins 
Annual West Virginia State Firemen’s Association Convention  
  

National Fire Service History: 
• August 5, 1897 - Chicago Grain Elevator Explosion (6 FF Deaths) 
• August 1, 1932 - NY Basement Explosion (8 FF's Killed) 
• August 5, 1949 - MT Wildland Fire (13 FF's Killed) 
• August 17, 1975 - PA Refinery Flashover Fire (8 FF deaths) 
• August 2, 1978 - NY Roof Collapse (6 FF's Killed) 
• August 29, 2005 - Hurricane Katrina (1,700+ deaths) 
 

WV Fire Service History: 
• August 8, 2014 – Matoaka downtown burns, causing an estimated $4 million in damage, destroying 

four buildings that housed two businesses and several apartments. It started in a former hotel on 
Barger Street. At one point, emergency workers from 14 agencies were on scene battling the fire and 
redirecting traffic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
Theme: Preparedness  

 
Week 1: Fire Safety for College Students 
 
Week 2: National Preparedness 
 
Week 3: Carbon Monoxide Safety for RVs And Tents 
 
Week 4: Family Emergency Plan  
 
Events: 
 Governor’s Day to Serve Sept. 11th 
 
National Fire Service History:  

• September 2, 1888 Baltimore Bldg Collapse (7 FF Deaths) 
• September 6, 1896 - MI Opera House Collapse (5 FF Deaths) 
• September 20, 1902 - Birmingham Church Fire (115 Deaths) 
• September 11, 2001 - Terrorist Attacks (3000+ killed including 343 FF's) 

 
WV Fire Service History:  

• September 12, 1907 the Beckley Fire Department was formed by Mayor Dunn and the Common Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

OCTOBER 2020 
Theme: Fire Prevention Month 

 
Week 1: Fire Safety Importance 
 
Week 2: National Fire Prevention Week 
 
Week 3: “Get Low, Get Out” 
 
Week 4:  Halloween Safety 
 
Events: 
 Fire Prevention Week Oct. 4th-10th 
  
 
National Fire Service History: 
 
• October 19, 1857 – Chicago Building Collapse (10 firefighters killed) 
• October 8-9, 1871 – Great Chicago Fire (300 deaths) 
• October 8, 1871 – Great Peshtigo Fire (1152 deaths) 
• October 28, 1954 – PA Chemical Tank Explosion (12 firefighters killed) 
• October 26, 1962 – New York Building Collapse (6 firefighters killed) 
• October 17, 1966 – New York Mercantile Building Fire (12 firefighters killed) 
  
WV Fire Service History:  
 

• Oct. 3, 1935: A patient at Weston State Hospital started a fire in the main building that destroyed six men’s 
wards and caused a cupola to fall through the roof. The building was repaired, and the hospital remained in 
service for nearly 60 more years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

NOVEMBER 2020 
Theme: Cooking Fire Safety 

 
Week 1: Carbon Monoxide Hazards 
 
Week 2: Electrical Hazards 
 
Week 3: Cooking Safety: Turkey Fryers 
 
Week 4: Home Heating 
 
 
National Fire Service History: 
• November 9, 1872 - Great Boston Fire (9 FF's Killed) 
• November 15, 1942 - Boston Wall Collapse (6 FF's Killed) 
• November 28, 1942 - Coconut Grove Nightclub Fire (492 deaths) Boston 
• November 21, 1980 - MGM Grand Hotel Fire (85 deaths) 
• November 29, 1988 - Kansas City Trailer Explosion (6 FF's Killed) 
 
WV Fire Service History: 

• On November 19, 1909, the Lincoln County Courthouse in Hamlin burned to the ground. While devastating 
fires were fairly commonplace in the early 20th century, it has been widely speculated that the Lincoln 
County Courthouse was an act of arson. 

• On November 20, 1907, fire destroyed much of the business section of Oceana. 
• On Nov. 26, 1952, a ward building at Huntington State Hospital, now Mildred Mitchell-Bateman Hospital, 

caught fire, killing 17 people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

DECEMBER 2020 

Theme: Holiday Safety 
 
Week 1: Christmas Tree Safety 
 
Week 2: Holiday Decoration Hazards 
 
Week 3: Holiday Cooking Safety 
 
Week 4: Candle Safety 
 
 
National Fire Service History: 

• December 5, 1876 - NY Theater Fire (300 deaths) 
• December 30, 1903 - Iroquois Theatre Fire (602 deaths) 
• December 22, 1910 - Chicago Stockyard Fire (21 FF's killed) 
• December 22, 1910 - PA Leather Factory Fire (13 FF's killed) 
• December 7, 1946 - Atlanta Winecoff Hotel Disaster (119 deaths) 
• December 1, 1958 - Our Lady of Angels School Fire (95 deaths) 
• December 29, 1963 - Roosevelt Hotel Fire (21 guests and 1 FF's killed) 
• December 3, 1999 - Cold Storage Warehouse Fire (6 FF's killed) 

 
WV Fire Service History: 

• On December 27, 1934, a boiler in a locomotive hauling mine worker at McDunn in Fayette County 
exploded, resulting in the death of eighteen miners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


